
Dialoging With Parents Regarding Why/How We Differentiate

1. Many assignments in my class are differentiated to create success for all students.

2. The readiness and interest levels in my class are already differentiated; I am simply acknowledging that fact and build upon it as I teach.

3. Differentiated instruction is not an individualized learning plan for every student.  It means that I will have various options available to students, designed to address the different readiness levels in my class, as I teach our curriculum.
4. As a teacher who believes in differentiation, I take pride in “fairness” for all of my students. Fair does not mean equal in the sense of sameness for every student, but rather fairness means equal access to essential concepts and participation in respectful work with instructional time from me as their teacher. For example: The range of readers in my class may vary from special education levels to students reading beyond grade level.  When I am teaching reading comprehension, my end goal may be “to create a deeper understanding" by comparing and contrasting relationships among characters, events and key ideas, within and across texts. Fairness means that all students have respectful work and that I adjust the content, process, and/or product of lessons in response to student readiness, interests, and learning profile. The paths of learning (activities, reading materials, and the assessments) provided for various groups of students may be scaffolded and different, but always fair for the learners.
5. Assessment is on-going and can be before, during or after learning. I continuously assess where students are in regard to a specific task on any given day. I can do so in a variety of informal ways: oral discussions in class, review of journal entries, summarizing around the room, pretests, monitoring of small group activities, and/or questions asked in class.

6. I try to build choice into our class, so you will see a variety of flexible grouping patterns allowing different students to work together or alone—whole class, student-selected groups, teacher selected groups, random groups, interest based groups, pairs, triads, quads, or individually.  

7. To learn a particular concept (some children may need days, and some children need only minutes) differentiation allows me to accommodate both situations with meaningful learning experiences.

8. Differentiation facilitates a more flexible use of time and space.

9. Differentiation offers a more enhanced focus on key concepts and skills for the diverse academic levels of my class.

10. Differentiated instruction enhances continual progression for each learner.
What is Differentiation & Why Do I Need To Use It?
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